FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

You Won't Win An Argument With This Coach,

er....Official
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Tampa Fl.....You can say a lot about Wesley Chapel High School football coach Ben Alford. You may even
say he is unique. Some may even label him as a little bizarre.

You see the 26-year-old father of two is one of the youngest head football coaches in the state of Florida
who in 2010 completed his first year as a high school head coach.

And when most coaches meet on Saturday’s to review game film, meet with staff and selected players, or
relax after a long week of practice and a Friday night game, Alford gets up early and reverses his football
role by donning the stripes as football official. For Alford, it's all about the passion for the sport he has been
around since he started to walk as a toddler.

"I love everything about football,” Alford said. “With the shortage of officials in the state, | just felt it was
something | could do to contribute to the community and also have some fun after a hectic week.”

The Dade City FI. Native graduated in 2003 from Pasco High School where he played quarterback as well
as three other varsity sports. In his sophomore year, he was encouraged to by a friend to umpire youth
baseball. “The bug hit me,” Alford said. “I could not believe that | was doing something in sports that | really
liked and got paid for it.”

At 15, he was trained to take the field and officiate football. A break after graduation from calling games saw
him advance to college where he played quarterback at North lowa Community College. He then went on to
The University of Northern lowa; where despite an injury, completed his playing career. “| got hurt the first
day of practice my junior year and was out nineteen weeks” Alford recalled.

He went into coaching and spent the 2008 season at lowa West Community College.

But he could not forget his roots and returned to central Florida and Polk County. He started officiating
football again working youth games when he decided to apply for the vacant job at Wesley Chapel High.
With dozens of applicants, he was ready for the thank you for your interest letter.

But in early 2010, he was tapped as the new head coach with a lot on his plate and very little time to clean it
before spring practice.

And his love for officiating football never wavered. He registered with the Florida High School Activities
Association as a football official, attended all the clinics, scored a 92 on the state test and started working
games in August.

When asked how his demeanor is with officials that work his high school games, Alford just smiles. “I guess
they know that | also officiate. If | feel that a rule may be misapplied, they know that my rules knowledge is a
little better than the average coach they see.”

Ben also knows how to take it from coaches when wearing the stripes.

"Most coaches don't take officiating seriously,” Alford said. “if they only knew the hours of training, testing
and on-field mentoring that goes on, they may be more understanding of what it takes to get on the field and
work. | wish more high school coaches would get into officiating.”

Alford would also like to see high school coaches encourage current and former players and coaches to get
into officiating as well.

"I have a lot of fun working games,” Alford said. “I| work generally with the same crew each week at different
sites. It's a brotherhood and we have each other’s backs. It's a social club of people that are passionate for
the game and for helping these youth league programs.”
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Alford officiates with the Southern Independent Conference Officials Association based in Tampa. SICOA
President Lance Sweat gives accolades to Alford, but wonders where he gets his stamina.

"Here’s a guy that is in a unique class,” Sweat said. “He is a very good official. Probably because of his
experience as a player and coach. But to work all week with his team, coach on Friday’s and work five or six
youth games on Saturday is special.”

An adaptive physical education teacher, Ben has no immediate plans to someday work college football
games. He is content doing what he is doing and wants to encourage more people to get into officiating
which has declined in numbers over the past few years.

"I have some students at my school that will start training this spring to officiate,” Alford said. “If just one of
those kids turns out to be a future high school official, then that's what it is all about.”

Veteran official Mike Watson was instrumental in mentoring a young Ben Alford. He feels that that if Ben
wants to move on to the next level, he is a prime candidate.

"Ben is that diamond in the rough,” Watson commented. “Out of fifty officials, one will show that initiative and
fire to be a force. That's Ben. He has the skills and knowledge to move up quickly.”

One Saturday in November, a coach from a youth team was all over Ben on what he felt was pass
interference on his receiver. Ben Alford simply explained to the coach his judgment on the no call to which
the coach replied “geez you really know what you're talking about.”

And that he does.

©2010
The Southern Independent Conference Officials Association
Reprinting of this article is permitted with notification to SICOA.

For standard photos in file format, please e-mail us at
info@sicoaofficials.com




